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FORMAT OF THE QUESTION PAPER

This paper consists of two sections - Section A and Section B. Candidates are required to
answer questions in both sections.

SECTION A — This section is on directed writing. The candidate is required to write a
response to a task in clear and accurate Standard English, using a style and tone
appropriate to the task. For SPM 20035, the task requires the student to write a letter to a
friend to tell him/her about a camp that he/she has attended. The student is expected to
provide the teacher with information about the camp with regards to the date, place, duration,
number of participants, mode of transport to the campsite, the activities and problems faced
at the camp, as well as the benefits obtained. This section is allocated 35 marks.

SECTION B — This section tests writing skills. It tests the candidate's ability to produce a
piece of continuous prose in accurate Standard English. It also tests the candidate's ability to
respond relevantly and creatively to a task chosen from a number of alternatives. The
candidate has to choose one of the 5 topics to write a composition of about 350 words in
length. This section is allocated 50 marks.

GENERAL PERFORMANCE

On the whole, candidates did not fare as well in this paper as in Paper 2. A big proportion
scored below the median while not many belonged to the top range. This shows that the
majority of the candidates have yet to master the writing skills in English.

GENERAL PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES ACCORDING TO THEIR GROUPS

Candidates who scored high marks displayed very good linguistic ability and were able to
address the task accurately and clearly. Few grammatical mistakes were made and a flair for
the language was shown. Vocabulary was precise and varied. Varied sentence types and
structures were employed to achieve the intended effect. The writing was coherent with
appropriate use of punctuation and paragraphing. An appropriate tone was also employed.

Candidates with average performance understood the task before them but lacked the
linguistic ability to write effectively. They were unable to sustain accuracy throughout.
Vocabulary was limited and sentence structures repetitive. Answers generally displayed a
lack of organization and coherence.

Candidates who scored low marks lacked the language competence and gave Sections A
and B the minimal treatment. There was a high density of serious errors which caused
blurring in meaning and in some places, meaning was hardly comprehensible. In extreme
cases, candidates merely copied the rubric or did not attempt the question. However,
Section A did offer some opportunity for the candidates to answer because some
guidance/key points/words were provided.
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DETAILED PERFORMANCE

QUESTION 1: DIRECTED WRITING

Strength

1. This question was attempted by almost all the candidates. Proportionately, candidates
scored higher marks compared to continuous writing, being helped by the content points.

2. The candidates demonstrated good understanding of the task through:
¢ Correct informal letter format (all elements were included)
¢ Tone and style appropriate for a letter to a friend.

Example:

i Qegr___ Summer

T Greedings fvomn 't’—x.icid Luwpgr Vo s

CAVeE _5(_.{(;_,! .

|Has  your  Mother  recovered  fromm  the  opevatian Ahat

|she Just had? T hepe g and  yeur foamily  are  all
well .

3. Points given were appropriately expressed in candidates’ own language.

4. Most candidates managed to get all 10 content points. The better candidates were able

to elaborate on the points while the weaker ones merely used the points without giving
further details.

5. Many candidates were able to use the past tense to describe the camping trip and their
experiences during the trip.

Example:

Ao o guick (unch, we weie olviolgd into o Ommps 5‘{
I5 peoplo . Soon affef, wWe nwese ‘Pwuhehzm’ 0o hum@r@us
_Jwr“%ou:\o. mod Laals Such Qg {QPES %P&,ﬂf mec et er jﬂnfc_g__,
|and mfm plants. 09 ol —Hma&e f'}@ms we Werse Aten
mm‘v\JCj@d 4 budd a (Off. [ WOIS; (otter LM&(QMV(%
Hosk as none of uc hod ever built a cofi before ! Luckdy,
Junto from Jopanr, a foraer Gut-gurele M.C.rh_,{;x.?L_-f_ﬁm,%_/kf
Ju¢ how 4o he oltfferent Enots do Secure eul roft. When
o offs were (Qﬁo&u fine AWo 4eams +hen had a q‘?r({nd{q
ww#ﬁﬁ‘or AU ACcm mf adn£ 4T Were asted 49 board|
-Pt,\er (oA ard  maneuves oo [Off —Pﬁnomﬁ +tlg HVELer.
b was holeed o comieal Qxpenene ac %f«c 0-LUer Coms |
o foll apos hoifeoy %aumcna o roce!
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6. Precise and varied vocabulary employed. Good candidates showed the ability to use a
variety of sentence length and types.

Example:

_Throughout the Jhree days, many Adifferent activities

|were held, ranging from team-building activi+ies o -y

phusical ©ones. We were also taught a loi o€ leadership

skills  and  were alse  given a .,Jorks-hoP an e.ﬂc{ue%fe‘.

But perhaps +he activity I emjoyed +he most was +he

eri@ntegras  one  caled ‘orienfe.er?n_g’ and ‘€ljing fox | e

v .

_Lu@ﬂw"mg, the AacilitcHors kd uS +o an  unknown

locayion and _ using Oﬂ{g a_coempass and given bearings,
[

lwe were 4o make our way back +o our CCJmI;JSH'Q-

Qur géegraphy skills were put +o the test here just |
when T +hough+ the hof?dqgs were here ! I'm sure

.

you have heard of +he € ing Afox activity. I em_;jobfed'

1+ so much and even did i+ 4hree +4imés becquse +he

(—'@eﬁng of 'F!'}}flng{ in_the dir was exhilarating!
=

Comment. This candidate has not only used a variety of sentence structures but also
precise vocabulary to give a vivid picture.

WEAKNESS

1. Poor understanding of the task.
Weak candidates did not use the informal letter format in their answers. They either used

the formal letter format or did not have any letter format at all.

2. Some wrote as though the trip would be in the future (consistent use of future tense),
describing to their friend the date, transport, activities, benefits and problems relating to
the 3 — day camp.

Examples
+ We willgo on the 3 — 5 April 2007
+ We will be accompanied by five teachers
+ The activities that will be carried out are swimming and jungle trekking

3. Some candidates misinterpreted some of the content points.
Content 4 (number of participants) — candidates interpreted this content point as a
number on a roll.
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Example
¢+ ‘My number of participant is number one’

- Content 6 (accommodation) — this word was misinterpreted as ‘facilities’, many
candidates failed to get this point.

- Content 9 and 10 (benefits) — weak and average candidates failed to put forth the
idea of ‘gained’ or ‘leamt something in order to be awarded these two points.
Some candidates were so camied away with the ‘activity’ that they forgot to
mention the benefits of the camp.

- Content 11 and 12 (problems) — these content points were sometimes not awarded
as the candidates mentioned the problems before and after the camp. Some
candidates were not aware that it was compulsory for them to write about the
problems. They wrote about facing no problem while at the camp.

4. Many weak candidates strung the content points together, thus making meaning
incomprehensible. There was no elaboration whatsoever.

5. For the low-proficiency candidates, there were serious errors in:
e subject-verb agreement,

e prepositions,

e Omission,

e sentence separation,

e missing articles,

e word order

¢ redundant words
Example:

SC"Man_ﬁ exphences 1 levrn a4+ there |4 ¢-ay A4 d’:C_IW'!PSi'{'e
(45 hear a woater fay the voader at  there so cod, 1 ge to
there eI idh < Scheci bewr all  my rriend Soe
Cxgiied +o_ 9o . The (ocation SF mga camp gt Fooms
Zal lembah_ . Pangsun _ at Selangor @ activiti<f at
fhere So  deo=t Por mg Nelth  t_plaging  a Flging Tox

at+  Mmgnt and Junﬁ!c fracking  Aadm 1he ¥ Afferner  [4 Q)

r|5hf now«w Flc}a;e raeiy e and =vhen 35‘,& A oe (o Gamp

Site  euveryw nere bocouse | wan4 fe khew  Yog exerierca

l:;g,e_.”_.

Comments: There are frequent serious errors of various kinds.

6. Spelling errors
Some of the candidates spelt words according to their pronunciation.

Examples:
- other — ather
- release tension — relis tensyen
- accommodation — accommodation

BAHASA INGGERIS 1 84 Kupasan Mutu Jawapan SPM 2005



definitely — difinitly
flying fox — flying fock
jungle — janggel
swimming — swimming

7. Direct translation from Bahasa Melayu to English

Examples:

I and my family
tent big

8. Use of slang

Examples:

The guys are cool.
My classmate wanna go to the camp.

9. No attempt
Quite a number of candidates did not attempt this question or merely copied the rubric
and presented it as their answer.

SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS

1.

Expose students to the different formats (letter, speech, article and report) that
they are required to know.

Devote more time to grammar and sentence structures so that the students will be
able to write grammatically correct sentences of various structures.

Teach students to use the different types of structures appropriate to the task.
Introduce ‘peer-editing’ in the classroom so that the students learn to identify and
rectify errors, thus improving their own linguistic skills.

Encourage reading

SUGGESTIONS TO STUDENTS

S B X B =

@~

Read and follow the instructions/rubric carefully — be sure of the task before writing.
Ensure all content points are used.
Elaborate on content points, but do not get carried away.
Improve spelling — use a dictionary when necessary.
Do not take punctuation lightly. Punctuation errors can be serious errors.
Answer all the questions in the examination. Any attempt, however weak, will merit
some marks. No attempt = ‘0’ mark.
Read widely to improve general knowledge and vocabulary.

Organise time well. Candidates tend to provide too lengthy answers for
Section A (Directed Writing) at the expense of the other section. Often, irrelevant
elaborations are included.
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SECTION B
QUESTION 2: CONTINUQUS WRITING

This section tests candidates’ ability to produce a piece of continuous prose in accurate
Standard English. It also tests candidates’ ability to respond relevantly and creatively to a
task chosen from a given number of alternatives. Candidates are advised to write about 350
words on one of the five topics chosen. Candidates are also advised to spend about one
hour on this section.

GENERAL PERFORMANCE

On the whole, candidates did not perform well in this paper. A significant percentage of the
candidates did not have the writing skills required to produce a reasconable good piece of
writing.

GENERAL PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES ACCORDING TO THEIR GROUPS

Candidates who scored high marks were able to produce an accomplished piece of
writing. Such candidates were at ease with the language and were able to use the language
confidently. The candidates displayed very good linguistic ability and were able to address
the task accurately and clearly. There was a very high level of accuracy. Vocabulary was
precise and some showed sophistication. Candidates were able to use various types of
sentences to achieve the intended effect. The writing was coherent with appropriate use of
punctuation such as hyphen, colon and semi-colon. Paragraphs were well-planned.

Candidates with average performance tried to respond to the task but lacked the linguistic
ability to write effectively. Meaning was generally not in doubt. Candidates were unable to
sustain accuracy. Serious errors of various kinds were more frequent. Vocabulary was
limited and sentence structures were simple and at times repetitive. Generally, the
responses lacked organization, showing lack of planning.

Candidates who scored low marks clearly lacked the language competence to respond
clearly. Reading was impeded by a high density of serious errors. Blurring occurred and at
times meaning was hardly comprehensible. Subject matter was not well-developed. Very
weak candidates did not attempt the question and some merely copied the rubric.

Strength

1. Good candidates were usually able to start with an interesting and accurate opening
paragraph.

Comments: This is an interesting way to introduce the chosen topic. It engages the reader.
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2. Candidates were able to use a variety of sentence structures.

mofer Gpd blecs her Gowt, was a C{aumhf@f of |
o mistress. @mrwqﬁamf Q Wwea %k%_xwzprgnew i
ouhid O %Luppfu\q }m%mQQQ h Glanozhou , Chng. He |

Was Q £(@Mb@440d\¥ o 10 Fhvee WNES ondl N\Qm_b/'_
ATEAC 5505 Evﬁ/r\%\aw{k o;mmo{ modther was not & :

] pmambe s of the Chun Ufcw Ny my MLy s frooted
Ure o [?m\&gg 2ho e s /\OLN\_QQ‘{ ﬁmom \/m OffL/ +te
G 54 of /\/\QJUI ol qa’w\d-ﬁQWngm her wid

| udmost GrFr‘Q(,rhon

Comments: The candidate has used a variety of sentence structures to make the writing

lively

3. Good candidates were able to use precise words to convey the intended meaning.

""I
"Whet ace pew ddng Wwere.  “e  cepacted e\ocking
< (0] N

Mre dooccpcy  wBhW Wi ek and c_wpss'\ﬁcsj WS e ™S ccrOfls
~J

Wig ches .

) _
L .
Wa AN tel\x  abour W over taa, SWe grapped \eeck

v A puswnea '\h;m acide couahnliy - Ha S(_O\.-\AQ.d ot e v ol
- 15 =

as she cocefuly dwuStred Ane roOw KL ver coekx end g
Jd

M N Mg closets Shae ruened emd comgnd g ith'SV‘L

axinned Aeosirglu o WA ord  Ufred  on 2loguank
—> g N

)
C
2y epTow . the  wlucl +v\=u\?

Comments: The candidate has used precise vocabulary like ‘bulk’, ‘snapped’, ‘scowled’,

‘grinned teasingly’ and ‘eloquent’ to convey the intended meaning.

4. Candidates were able to address the subject matter relevantly and the reader’'s interest

was aroused and sustained throughout the writing.
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v

old en dayg where
dascsical music  was what  eoveryone talked

MUsic has -ewolved <cinge lhe

aboyt.

ClassTcal  music which made Lludwig van Beethoven

famous, Johann Sepastian Bach, Joseph Schumann, Felix

Mendelssohn  and da ot Of other Composers  famous.

Then came music  of +he

60's, 705, 80's, 905 and now,
he

005. Soft balads by the Beaties. +he Boe Gees andd

the Carpenters weore gl +he rage Auring +he 7o0'c gnd SO
and _pep music ‘

made  histpry during the 90%. Now,
oCk muSic is taking the
[

world by storm and bands
like Simple pign, My Chemical Romance, Good Charlotte,

rckelback and  Incybus are

rat?ng in__the pilljens
in terms of record s& sales.

Comments: Even though there are errors, the candidate is clearly at ease with the language.

Candidate has a good knowledge of the subject matter (music). Expressions used are
precise.

Weakness

1. There was a high density of serious errors which caused blurring in meaning and in

some places, meaning was hardly comprehensible. Responses were mostly
disorganized and incoherent.

So, we must keep healthy gince yoing ngin,Whell' ,a Watter
ot most we know ere example are mdre any Wtk that have bepefit |
1S ese excercise  plawting o plant is vegetables _flowees and many
more . Besides that, we must edfing that have huthens for good ‘body -
Exavples are eat more vegetable , fruit and we most ol less eating
that bave olly , fab, Sugar and other. Enconrage fruit are orange, for
cover fat gnd can get a beaufiful skin - Papaya far cleans q Shomach -
Carnot aloy give vibamin A that kind for eyesand ofher.

Comments: There is some obscurity. We need to do some reworking before meaning

becomes clear. There are various types of serious errors, for example, subject-verb
agreement, tense, spelling, etc.
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2. There was interference of the first language (Bahasa Melayu) structures.

r Hea|ﬂm bbdu 18 d’reomfm Qveryone else n world but many Peo@le
fot have \weu\’c‘nu \sodu Many peup\e uhen old , many sicknegs Come

back. So . when We old we must more keep \r\eolﬂm becquse 1f e
o\d, Hhe body Not Strong &igﬁﬁn\q §15k_nggg.7 5 |

Comments: The structures used show the interference of first language.

3. Weak candidates produced writing that showed limited vocabulary. Some words were
imperfectly understood, e.g.health / healthy, visit / visitor, accommodation / facilities.
Some students resorted to their first language (Bahasa Melayu) when they did not know
the English egivalent or spelled them as they would sound in Bahasa Melayu,

e.g. stails, releks, karbohidrat, kolesterol, etc.

_ 49— 5’#@”%_%1% %_ e Comers Ao me; ;; T 2
e & s e 24,
sz i S g " TS gre  werd |, ye spey W"
;| 22y ﬁ@i &y SO pie
R pechpe 74

_;yﬁ?&rw&@ﬁv‘m&d?ﬁeﬂ@g/g ke ad Hp |
N 753_{,_15‘ - One. oé&ﬁ%&fff.&’ a9k ﬁ& 0%’ M%ﬁ@“
_ é’zL-zﬁLif@/ e ﬂﬁﬁf‘ tr  ond /éf ébﬁfﬂmysez
o ,ﬂ?fzcm;"bﬁ,& 2 > an ﬁg@j@gmﬁ[vé’.@ ard ! ikt F
—as  comins  abattt. I pas S shaks o aerf 7 s

| Trvitht  wos é WGk s g 7 @ 7 oy et jji?;m’nﬁ%r
R, #_éw/ %@’%gé@ﬁr i darh 2 ot 2|
Rl T o ey o dtt # 7 Assrand my sis smid i wey |
1 Hwe ot Sk e W]% wmijm‘,%@ﬂ,@,

__MM—%MM is_Aer
N

|

T

Comments: The candidate is confused with some words, for example “give”, “speed”, “fine”.

“went”, etc.

4. There were candidates who had problems with sentence separation. Lack of punctuation
made reading the script difficult.
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at +he tomoronw h}l‘ﬁnf at (2-0cam {the rovber camse

Adoin w1 +tMe time | asiep at the roem; but ! heqr Some

%h{'@ a4t _dowsn | 4o down and | Seq g robber (den+in

my heuge ar jtes| my MOther gold beck [ Piééyp the
hond fone and  cay

Py Forhor ans rmMy Pegnre i e

1 "
POICL,; o POLCe <ami 4o my hNoute qnd A hhe robrer

Canne+ vdan and 4ne roprer has ber Catch Ry @ Ro)eo

Qnd My  Pashe go Pb=ck Rome
| == hic

m;zrh,ad.'u\f/-{ é"?ﬁﬁ.ﬁ?
saw g ang tnlng o ppend AP picer. /o hysy Potitrer
|Promie; 4o  Ine don wwmnt 4o meo  Qlone an o
Bo #o  our Siadiony.

o her hilp

Comments: The candidate is struggling to communicate. The general idea is seen but
weakly expressed mainly due to inability to punctuate.

5. There were candidates who intentionally tried to avoid the purpose of the examination by
writing a prepared composition and not addressing the topic given.

1 =
whon | wag in  primory Schosl o dow yoor§ ags [wog quite |
l

) MY CK, oMl L; an {N‘T‘»A

wog the B dividion long

alkive 0 ggor% ornd quzé,

om Oloone  owey: anler. So (wog Chosen do represevt the gchool m |

\or\g T ond re\ou\)\ w ke Dighrack gforjvs Meed. !
i o ﬂt\e W\@ij wod ‘ﬂQlA over qlwo éou\(; Oh er firng Aw [ Aa’i hﬂir

have omy evenk an- %o | busicd  wysgel? wokching dhe othere compete. |

Ac bide we were wok allowed o qe  heor dhe VP powilion <o | hod 4o
A
wfé\ch\o fé{n‘é @r@cmA,Wﬁé -C"rovvx o\ﬁm(_

1 — -

Comments: The writing is quite accurate and communication is clearly established. But, the
subject matter is totally irrelevant. The candidate had chosen the topic “If you were given a
chance to be anybody, who would you want to be and why?”, but wrote on a sports meet.

He/She has intentionally evaded the purpose of the examination by producing a memorized
piece.

6. Some of the scripts were far short of the required number of words. Topics were given
only partial treatment and ideas were not well-developed, mainly due to the candidates’

linguistic shortcomings. Lack of knowledge of the subject matter was another
contributing factor.
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No. soalan: B(2d)

Iy wivre gj\vl’;'fr A Chauwce o ‘oe cmdiooda | wo=\d
yeln o © L
Wahd o be A Tun Dv Manalli BLcACGER e havd A
| VeSpomsiuie. W16 4 ppwevivll wian v wialagsiau j

Tow Ov Mahaliy (e a My 1de) ¥vow  Siandavd

Q— ¥ L\Q Lﬂmh—\ Maﬂ\mrj V2 ﬂ}ﬂdck o\ ‘ﬂuj CQ\_,V'\V-j.

e wank A Maay “9ve a vespengible Yoy Malaxfiaw

C:O_Uih:us’_[u_\‘\_[?v Arahatl e woay b all  +he Aol Ay bep.“.{c’--
-‘_‘] 1]

he dond wond Malay givg a vespew Yo Mt an) prewitws.

You ava coucevd , New Yeav aud wiavdeka, -Tuw Dy Mauatbhiv
3 b e bls bl

1) Waut 2l Yhe Moadn4 c?_\c* ou Y

Comments: This is the entire answer. Candidate has written a short piece. Ideas are not
developed and only a partial treatment is given.

7. Among the short-comings of the weaker candidates included the following:

a)

b)

Poor or no paragraphing at all. This shows a lack of planning as ideas were not
organised.

Candidates had problems spelling some common words, e.g. goverment,
develope, imediately, enviroment verry, etc. Some of their spelling was
influenced by Bahasa Melayu, e.g. beg (bag), relevan (relevance), idola (idol),
balada (ballad), etc.

Problems with pronouns, e.g. theirself, ourself, oneself's, etc.

Word omission errors, e.g. “She a active gir...”, “...she still happy’, “.. .she wants
me become a doctor.”, etc.

Wrong prepositions, e.g. “...to study in overseas.”, “...I waited to my drnver...”,
etc.

Wrong articles, e.g. “f got a offer...”, “After a accident...”, “.. at the night..”

Emors in verb forms, e.g. “.can heard many songs..”, “ do not blamed...”, “.. he

have to working..”, efc.

Inability to punctuate comrectly, e.g. using lowercase after a full stop, missing
commas, etc.

Influence of SMS language, for example the use of ¥ for “/” and “u” for “you".
Informal language, for example, use of slang, e.g. wanna, gotta, gonna, etc.
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SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS:

N O

Teach students to plan their essays, e.g. mind mapping, brainstorming.

Incorporate different teaching strategies to teach writing especially for weak
students, e.g. parallel writing, paragraph writing, process writing,

Cultivate the reading habit among students to enrich their vocabulary and improve
their command of the language

Train students to write the required number of words.
Train students to organize the essay in paragraphs.
Train students to edit the essay after completing it.
Give sufficient grammar practice to students.

Train students to write journals. By having more writing practice, they are not likely
to encounter writer's block.

SUGGESTIONS TO STUDENTS

Remember to indicate the question number of your answer
Students should try to be more ambitious in terms of using:

. a variety of sentence structures.
. sophisticated and extended vocabulary
) interesting expressions

The use of correction fluid/tape is not encouraged as writing can be smudged or
words omitted.

Listen to English songs or news.
Watch English documentaries.
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